Saint Bernadette of Lourdes Parish
“Where Miracles Happen”

1035 Turner Avenue  Drexel Hill PA 19026
Rectory: (610)789-7676  Fax: (610)789-9539  School: (610)449-5184
www.stbl.org
May 3, 2020 — Fourth Sunday of Easter
____________________________________________________________________________
Mass Schedule
Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil: 4:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am and 11:00am

Holy Day Masses
Times Announced in Sunday Bulletin

Weekday Mass
Monday—Friday 8:30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30pm — 4:15pm

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parochial Administrator
Rev. Michael J. Saban (Ext. 104)
Resident
Rev. Hugh J. Dougherty
Permanent Deacons
Deacon Thomas P. Fitzpatrick

Director of Religious Education
Marykate Murphy (Ext. 212)
School Principal
Mrs. Joanne Montie
Parish Business Manager
Robert J. Helmig (Ext. 103)
Administrative Secretary
Helen V. Kraus (ext. 101)
Parish Music Coordinator
Dorothy Toomey
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Picture a lush meadow with a large flock of sheep enjoying the fresh air and sunshine. This first Sunday in May, situated right in the middle of spring, may lend itself to such daydreams. But this is no
daydream, for we indeed are part of a flock with a devoted shepherd, one who calls us each by name
and invites us to have life and have it more abundantly. Let us join together today in joy and gratitude.

Parish Information
NEW FAMILIES

Welcome to St. Bernadette Parish! To register in the parish,
please email Deacon Tom Fitzpatrick at deacontom@stbl.org.
He will get back to you to arrange a convenient time to meet
with him to register. We are eager to greet new members of
our parish community and look forward to meeting you.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

The rectory office hours are Monday through Friday from
9:00am to noon and 1:00pm to 5:00pm. During the summer
the rectory will close at 3:00pm on Fridays. Items for the
Sunday newsletter must be at the rectory by Monday at noon
for publication the following Sunday.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are held at 12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month. Parents must attend a Pre-Jordan class held in the
Wright Center at 12 noon on the first Sunday of every other
month (please refer to the bulletin for exact dates). Registration for the class is required. In order to arrange for a baptism,
the parents must be active members of the parish for six
months. To register, please call the rectory office at 610/7897676. Godparents should be practicing Catholics, confirmed
and at least 16 years of age. If not from this parish, sponsors
must have a letter of eligibility from their parish stating that
they have been actively participating for six months. St. Bernadette Parishioners must be registered and actively participating for six months to receive a letter of eligibility.

VISITS TO THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT can be
made in the Chapel

RECITATION OF THE ROSARY takes place every Monday
through Thursday at 8:00am in the church and on Wednesday
evenings along with the Miraculous Medal Novena at 7:00pm
in the Chapel.

UNITED HEARTS OF JESUS AND MARY meet every
Monday evening at 7pm in the Chapel.

NOVENA TO ST. LEONIE AVIAT takes place every Tuesday at 7:00pm in the Chapel.

FLAME OF LOVE PRAYER CENACLE takes place every
Thursday at 7:00pm in the Chapel.

RESPECT LIFE GROUP information can be obtained by call-

ing Doris Hurd at 610-789-2708.
MEN’S PRAYER GROUP meets in the chapel every Tuesday
at 7:30pm.

MUSIC MINISTRY is open to all who wish to share their

time and talent in praise and thanksgiving to God – call Dottie
Toomey at 610/449-4013 for rehearsal times.

MARRIAGES

ST. BERNADETTE MARTHAS AND A JOSEPH are a ded-

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/COMMUNION CALLS

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Ave Maria Council #4063

We request that couples contemplating marriage call the rectory to make an appointment with the priest. At this initial interview, the date and time of your request will be recorded and
you will receive a copy of the Parish Wedding Guidelines.
A priest will administer Holy Communion to parishioners who
are unable to come to Church. If you desire, Eucharistic Ministers can bring Communion each week. Please contact the Rectory to be placed on our Sick List. Parishioners who are to
undergo serious surgery at a hospital are encouraged to make
an appointment at the Rectory before going to the hospital.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

St. Bernadette School offers sessions for Pre-School and Kindergarten and conducts full-time classes from first through
eighth grades. PREP classes are held in the parish school for all
students attending public school. PREP classes are held on
Monday evenings at 6:45pm. Adults seeking religious instruction should call Marykate Murphy, Director of Religious Education at (610) 789-7676 ext. 212. The RCIA Program begins
in October.

SAINT BERNADETTE PARISH ON FACEBOOK

We can be found at “Saint Bernadette of Lourdes Parish”.
Check out the page and “like” us to keep up with the latest parish news.

icated group who clean the church every Thursday after the
8:30am Mass; new volunteers always welcome—call Johanna
Ryan at 484-988-2414.
serve St Bernadette Parish invites interested men 18 years of
age and older to join in fraternity and the service to our parish
and greater community; contact amdhillkofc@gmail.com

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meetings are held ever
Thursday at 9:30am in O’Brien Hall.

ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE Casseroles to feed the homeless spon-

sored by St. John’s Hospice in Philadelphia are collected in
O’Brien Hall before the weekend Masses that precede the first
Thursday of the month. Casserole pans are available in the
main entrance of church. Call Mary at 610/789-6206.

FOOD PANTRY

Non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry can be place in
bags and left in the vestibules of church. Any monetary donations or donations of gift cards should be sent to Fr. Saban. If
you have a question, call the Food Pantry at 610-789-7676 ext.
213.
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CHURCH HOURS
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Saturday, May 2
4:30pm

Frank Reinke

Ambrogio & Theresa Rocca (moved to May 5)
Deceased of Grace & Johannesson Families
Anthony & Nicholas Venini (12th Anniv.)
Regina Ronayne

Tuesday, May 5
8:30am

Sunday
12noon — 3pm (church closed for Masses)

Monday through Friday

Monday, May 4
8:30am

Saturday
9am — 4pm (church closed for Mass)

Sunday, May 3
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Until we are able to attend Mass together, the church will be
open for private prayer and devotions according to the following schedule:

Ambrogio & Theresa Rocca

9am — 5pm (church closed for Mass)

Let us be united in prayer so that we can
come back together soon!

Wednesday, May 6
8:30am

Tommy DiEmidio

Thursday, May 7
8:30am

Hubert Ganttz (3rd Anniv.)

Friday, May 8
8:30am

Mary Githens

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Saturday, May 9
4:30pm

Janet McCarthy

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL
THE ARCHANGEL

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.
Be our protection against the wickedness and
snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly
Host, by the Power of God, cast into hell Satan and
all the evil spirits, who prowl through the world seeking the
ruin of souls. Amen.

Sunday, May 10
7:00am

9:00am
11:00am

Deceased of Holley & McConnell Families
(moved to May 18)
Mae McDonough
Hubert Gantz

All Masses will be private but will be
streamed online at www.stbl.org

SYMPATHIES AN PRAYERS

We extend our sympathies and prayers to the families and
friends of Pauline Brigandi and Margaret Burke who were recently buried from our church.

THE JOURNEY

FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL REFLECTION

This week’s readings are:
First Reading - Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Second Reading - 1 Peter 2:20b-25
Gospel - John 10:1-10
Next week’s readings will be:
First Reading - Acts 6:1-7
Second Reading - 1 Peter 2:4-9
Gospel - John 14:1-12

As you journey through life, choose your destinations well, but do not hurry there. You will
arrive soon enough. Wander the back roads
and forgotten paths, keeping your destination
in your heart like the fixed point of a compass.
Seek out new voices, strange sights, and ideas foreign to your
own. Such things are riches for the soul. And if upon arrival
you find that your destination is not exactly as you had
dreamed, do not be disappointed. Think of all you would have
missed but for the journey there, and know that true worth lies
not in where you came to be at journey’s end, but in whom you
came to be along the way.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
How is the Good Shepherd calling me?
For what do I need to seek forgiveness so I can be reunited with the flock?
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WE PRAY FOR THE SICK - Fred Ama-

FINANCIAL FACTS
Easter 2020 (To Date)

Easter: $19,984
Operation Rice Bowl: $680
Holy Places in Palestine: $700

Easter 2019

Easter: $29,462
Operation Rice Bowl: $1,424
Holy Places in Palestine: $1,120

As followers of Christ Jesus, we are reminded that all things
including life itself are a gift from God. What matters to God
is not the gift, but the giver. Giving is God’s invitation to a
way of life. It helps us to overcome our selfishness and love
of things. What we do with what we have been given is a sign
to God and to the world of the depth and meaning of our commitment. By recalling that all is gift, we therefore must strive
to be generous with the financial gifts, both great and small,
that God has bestowed upon us. Thank you for your support
and your generosity to God and to St. Bernadette Parish.
St. Bernadette Parish has enlisted Parish Giving to provide its
parishioners and supporters with the opportunity to use Electronic Funds Transfer as an alternative method for giving. The
Program is free of charge for parishioners. More information about Parish Giving is available on our Parish web
site: www.stbl.org on the “Parish Giving” page.

JUST A NOTE!!
Please! Please! Please! Remember your Easter and Sunday envelopes! Fill them! St. Bernadette is still here!
Drop it off at the rectory mail box (which is locked) or mail
it in! Do not forget us! Please!

tucci, Joseph Anthony, Lisa Pfaff Bevilacqua,
Pamela Bower, Joseph Bradley, Marie Bree,
Theresa Caputo, Michael Carroll, Robert &
Joanne Christopher, Ron Christopher, Elaine
Cole, Dennis Conway, Dave Costella, Barbara
Cunningham, Molly Curtis, Vinnie D’Ambrosio, Ann Davis,
Laurel Dee, Michael DeEmilio, Tom and Peggy Dever, Frances
Diegnan, Christopher DiMarto, Gabriella DiSaverio, Julia
Donohue, Darrin Dougherty, Dawn Dougherty, Michael
Dougherty, James Drumm, Jeff Dudley, Bernie Dupras, Jason
Durkee, Trevor Durkin, Matthew Dwyer, Marie Feola, Patrick
Flanigan, Emily Flynn, Jerry Flynn, Joe Flynn, Sr. Rose Foulk,
Maggie Franz, Maureen Gibbons, Tom Glancey, Christine
Grosso, Joan Grycewicz, Rachel Hagan, Christian Hampton,
Kim Hayman, Lizzy Hennessy, Pat Henningsen, Michael Hogan, Judith Holmes, Baby Lila Holmes, Adrian Hughes, Christopher Hunt, Frank Iacone, John Ingle, Anthony Jones, Ashley
Juliano, David Kasella, Linda King, Tommy Lake, Catherine
Lavan, Wilmer Lehman, Steven Little, Betsy Long, Michele
Malolie, Dalton Martin, Kathy Martin, James Maynard, Neil
McClelland, Helene McCole, Bill McGrath, Karen McIlvaine,
Sean McKeefery, Baby Rosie McKenna, Marianne McLaughlin, Megan McLean, Theresa Merlini, Jerry Misterman, Sue
Mitchell, Bridget Morris, Charlie Morris, Dan Murphy, Kathleen Murtaugh, Matthew Nicholas, Nancy Nicholas, Sydney
Nihill, Roman O’Brien, Sr. Eleanor O’Connell, SJ, Carmen
Pettin, Pearl Polto, Sharon Pozzuolo, Christopher Rafferty,
Michele Re, Dan Rock, Mimi & Rich Rogge, Anna Rokos,
Marie Seiler, Michael Shane, Bridget Sharpe, Amy Sheeler,
Marion Sloan, Rob Smith, Kristin Sorrentino, Carmella Spano,
Emily Tong, Mario Turchiarolo, Dan Visintin, Annie Walker,
Lily Walker, Sharon Yost, Lori Zytkonicz and those suffering
from serious illnesses & incurable diseases.
HOSPITAL SICK CALLS - Emergency sick calls may be
made to the rectory at any time. If surgery or admission to the
hospital is scheduled, please call the rectory ahead of time to
make arrangements to receive the Sacrament of the Sick. Due
to the privacy act, if you are in the hospital and wish to see a
priest while you are there, you must register as a Catholic when
admitted or make sure a family member does so for you to assure a visit by a priest or Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MOTHERS’ HOME
Dear Fr. Saban,
On behalf of Mothers’ Home, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you and your parishioners for their gracious
donations of $792.38.
Your donations help us to be able to purchase much needed items for the residents and their children as they move toward
reaching their goals while hear at Mothers’ Home. Other monetary support, such as grants, must be used for specific operating expenses, but the baby bottle drives enable us to provide the additional resources needed for general operating expenses.

Mothers’ Home is able to provide housing, care and resources for up to 20 pregnant women and their babies at one given time. With
your help, we have been able to do some very much needed updating to our building. We have also been able to provide some very
insightful classes and trainings for the residents with the funding provided by the baby bottle drives.
Your support for our mission at Mothers’ Home is so greatly appreciated. Without your willingness to participate in the baby bottle
drives, we could not accomplish all that we do for these women and their babies.
Sincerely,
Brigid Risko, Executive Director
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Most mornings find me driving a fairly busy route to the
parish church where I assist with Masses in my working
retirement. I get a form of the “morning rush hour” so
loved by the TV traffic reporters. Be that as it may, I
often wind up riding behind either a driver who favors
43 mph in the legal 50 mph, or in front of another with a
keen desire to inhale my exhaust as he/she is doing 60 in
the same zone. On one of those recent mornings traveling in South Jersey farmland brought me alongside a
scene of grazing sheep “safely grazing” to quote the
hymn. Munching contentedly their farm grown breakfast, they were sharp contrast to the human activity.
This “Good Shepherd Sunday” offers us an opportunity
to consider that ancient occupation, mostly missing on
modern job applications and what it might teach
us. Shepherding in Jesus’ time had all the dimensions of
a “24/7” task, as we might describe it. The person so
designated had to literally live with his herd of dependents around the clock. He or she had to be an outdoor
type, sometimes compelled to be the actual “gate” as
they stretched out at night across the gap in the stone
fence that acted as a pen for the herd. The pay was usually nothing to blow a ram’s horn about. Still it was
good work, enough for a person to take care of him/
herself and any dependents. And if the shepherd was
truly good, there developed a healthy respect for their
woolly charges. Such a person was the exact opposite of
those wandering strangers seeking only a paycheck,
with no interest whatever in the sheep.
Our Lord was in such good touch with the reality of His
day that when He assumed the teacher’s role, He described Himself as the Good Shepherd with all that implied. Is it any wonder that St. Peter’s current successor,
Pope Francis, has urged his bishops and priests to acquire “the smell of the sheep?” But that also means that
the lay faithful of the Church, the sheep, be far more
than “contented grazers” along the highway. Or just be
Sunday “pew warmers” when the world is so cold towards Christ every day of the week.
Bud Wilkinson, a famous football coach, was once
asked, “What contribution does professional sport make
to the physical fitness of Americans?” To no one’s surprise, he answered, “Very little. A professional football
game,” he said, “is a happening where fifty thousand
spectators, desperately needing exercise, sit in the stands
watching twenty-two men on the field, desperately needing rest.” Let that description never fit our Church
dear friends. Especially in this unusual time, Our Good
Shepherd deserves our best.
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

The St. Bernadette Scrip program is offered through Shop with
Scrip. Scrip is the parish based program where you purchase
gift cards to your favorite stores and receive a rebate that can
be redeemed in various ways: apply towards school tuition,
PREP, high school tuition or donate to the parish. The purpose
of the program is to help St. Bernadette families earn cash back
on everyday purchases and support the parish.
Local grocery/retail gift cards available include: Giant, ACME,
Shop Rite, Colonial Village, Swiss Farms, Freddy's, Kohl’s,
Sam’s Boardwalk Style Pizza and JD McGillicuddy’s. Scrip is
available for purchase on Monday nights in the school gym
from 6:30- 7:30 pm & Friday mornings from 8:00 - 9:00 am in
the school lobby, with the exception of first Friday mass
dates.
To enroll in the program, please contact the scrip coordinator,
at scrip4bernies@gmail.com or Susan Coyne at 610-405-6439.

PRAYER OF EUSEBIUS
3rd Century
May I be no man’s enemy, and may I be the friend of that
which is eternal and abides.
May I never quarrel with those nearest me: and if I do, may
I be reconciled quickly.
May I love, seek, and attain only that which is good.
May I wish for all men’s happiness and envy none.
May I never rejoice in the ill-fortune of one who has
wronged me.
When I have done or said what is wrong, may I never wait
for the rebuke of others, but always rebuke myself until I
make amends.
May I win no victory that harms either me or my opponent.
May I reconcile friends who are angry with one another.
May I never fail a friend who is in danger.
When visiting those in grief may I be able by gentle and
healing words to soften their pain.
May I respect myself.

May I always keep tame that which rages within me.
May I accustom myself to be gentle, and never be angry
with people because of circumstances.
May I never discuss who is wicked and what wicked things
he has done, but know good men and follow in their footsteps.
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Brazil has more Catholics than any other country with close to 127 million, or 11.7% of the world’s Catholic
population. It is followed by Mexico (96 million), the Philippines (76 million), the U.S. (75 million), Italy, (49
million), Columbia (38 million), France (38 million), Poland (35 million), Spain (35 million), and the Democratic
Republic of Congo (31 million). These 10 countries account for 55.6% of the Catholic population globally.
Over the past 100 years, the number of Catholics around the world as tripled from 291 million in 1910 to 1.1
billion in 2010. Percentage wise, the population has remained relatively stable, constituting 17% of the world
population in 1910 and 16% in 2010.
In 1910, 65% of Europe was Catholic. In 2010, only 24% was. While Catholics in Europe have declined, there
has been rapid growth in the Catholic population in the Sub-Saharan African and Asia-Pacific regions.
During the High and Late Middle Ages, the Latin Roman Catholic Church sanctioned military campaigns called
the Crusades. The impact of the Crusades was profound, and judgment ranged from praise to condemnation.
The first printed Bible was printed under the supervision of the Catholic Church. It was printed by the Catholic
inventor of the printing press: Johannes Gutenberg.
It was the Catholic Church that added modern-day chapters and numbered verses to the Bible.
Xavier University in Louisiana is the only historically Black and Catholic University in the United States.
The first black person to be documented as a saint in the Roman Catholic Church was known as Saint Maurice
(a.k.a. St. Mauritius or St. Moritz). He was a 3rd-century Roman soldier born in Egypt who was martyred when
he refused to massacre Christians for the Roman Empire.

While there is no definitive “head count,” based on history, the Roman martyrology, and Orthodox sources,
scholars estimate that there are over 10,000 saints and beati (“blesses ones”).
The tradition of honoring saints actually came from the Jews who had a long-standing tradition of honoring
prophets and holy people with shrines.
The fish, or ICHTHUS, is the symbol used by early Christians to identify themselves in times of persecution. In
Greek, ICHTHUS (ΙΧΘΥΣ) is a monogram for the first five letters of the words “Jesus Christ Son of God,
Savior.”
A common Catholic symbol is the Sacred Heart, which is a heart shown pierced with a cross and crown of thorns
that recall Christ’s sacrifice. Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus first began in the late 17th century.
A common Catholic symbol is ashes, which are ancient signs of penance. Catholics place ashes on their foreheads
at the beginning of Lent as an outward sign of repentance.
The incense used in the Catholic Church symbolizes prayers rising to heaven. It is also used to bless and purify.

