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Mass Schedule 

   Sunday Masses             Holy Day Masses 
   Saturday Vigil: 4:30pm          Times Announced in Sunday Bulletin 
   Sunday: 9:00am and 11:00am  
   

   Weekday Mass            Sacrament of Reconciliation     
  Monday—Friday  8:30am          Saturday:  3:30pm — 4:15pm 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
He stood in their midst and said to them òPeace be with you.ó 
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tŀǊƛǎƘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

NEW FAMILIES 
Welcome to St. Bernadette Parish!  To register in the parish, 
please email Deacon Tom Fitzpatrick at deacontom@stbl.org.  
He will get back to you to arrange a convenient time to meet 
with him to register.  We are eager to greet new members of 
our parish community and look forward to meeting you. 
  

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
The rectory office hours are Monday through Friday from 
9:00am to noon and 1:00pm to 5:00pm.  During the summer 
the rectory will close at 3:00pm on Fridays.  Items for the 
Sunday newsletter must be at the rectory by Monday at noon 
for publication the following Sunday. 

  
BAPTISMS 

Baptisms are held at 12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 
month.  Parents must attend a Pre-Jordan class held in the 
Wright Center at 12 noon on the first Sunday of every other 
month (please refer to the bulletin for exact dates).  Registra-
tion for the class is required.  In order to arrange for a baptism, 
the parents must be active members of the parish for six 
months.  To register, please call the rectory office at 610/789-
7676.  Godparents should be practicing Catholics, confirmed 
and at least 16 years of age.  If not from this parish, sponsors 
must have a letter of eligibility from their parish stating that 
they have been actively participating for six months.  St. Ber-
nadette Parishioners must be registered and actively participat-
ing for six months to receive a letter of eligibility. 

MARRIAGES 
We request that couples contemplating marriage call the recto-
ry to make an appointment with the priest.  At this initial inter-
view, the date and time of your request will be recorded and 
you will receive a copy of the Parish Wedding Guidelines. 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/COMMUNION CALLS 
A priest will administer Holy Communion to parishioners who 
are unable to come to Church. If you desire, Eucharistic Minis-
ters can bring Communion each week. Please contact the Rec-
tory to be placed on our Sick List.  Parishioners who are to 
undergo serious surgery at a hospital are encouraged to make 
an appointment at the Rectory before going to the hospital. 
  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
St. Bernadette School offers sessions for Pre-School and Kin-
dergarten and conducts full-time classes from first through 
eighth grades. PREP classes are held in the parish school for all 
students attending public school.  PREP classes are held on 
Monday evenings at 6:45pm. Adults seeking religious instruc-
tion should call Marykate Murphy, Director of Religious Edu-
cation at (610) 789-7676 ext. 212.  The RCIA Program begins 
in October. 
 

SAINT BERNADETTE PARISH ON FACEBOOK 
We can be found at ñSaint Bernadette of Lourdes Parishò.  
Check out the page and ñlikeò us to keep up with the latest par-
ish news. 
  

VISITS TO THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT can be 

made in the Chapel 
 

RECITATION OF THE ROSARY takes place every Monday 

through Friday at 8:00am in the church and on Wednesday 
evenings along with the Miraculous Medal Novena at 7:00pm 
in the Chapel. 
 

UNITED HEARTS OF JESUS AND MARY meet every 

Monday evening at 7pm in the Chapel. 

NOVENA TO ST. LEONIE AVIAT  takes place every Tues-

day at 7:00pm in the Chapel. 

FLAME OF LOVE PRAYER CENACLE takes place Thurs-

day at 7:00pm during zoom; contact Joyce McHugh 610-724-
3003. 

 
RESPECT LIFE GROUP information can be obtained by call-

ing Doris Hurd at 610-789-2708.  

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP meets in the chapel every Tuesday 

at 7:30pm. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY is open to all who wish to share their 

time and talent in praise and thanksgiving to God – call Dottie 
Toomey at 610/449-4013 for rehearsal times.  
 

ST. BERNADETTE MARTHAS AND A JOSEPH are a ded-

icated group who clean the church every Thursday after the 
8:30am Mass; new volunteers always welcome—call Johanna 
Ryan at 484-988-2414. 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Ave Maria Council #4063 

serve St Bernadette Parish invites interested men 18 years of 
age and older to join in fraternity and the service to our parish 
and greater community; contact amdhillkofc@gmail.com 

  

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meetings are held ever 

Thursday at 9:30am in OôBrien Hall. 
 

ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE Casseroles to feed the homeless spon-

sored by St. Johnôs Hospice in Philadelphia are collected in 
OôBrien Hall before the weekend Masses that precede the first 
Thursday of the month.  Casserole pans are available in the 
main entrance of church.  Call Mary at 610/789-6206. 

FOOD PANTRY 
Non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry can be place in 
bags and left in the vestibules of church.  Any monetary dona-
tions or donations of gift cards should be sent to Fr. Saban.  If 
you have a question, call the Food Pantry at 610-789-7676 ext. 
213.   

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
The passage quoted in todayôs Gospel says that Jesus ñopened their minds to understand the Scrip-
tures.ò Therefore, if we, like the Apostles, are to understand the Gospel and the central purpose of 
Jesusô life and our own lives, then we must allow Him to open our minds also. We must allow Jesus to 
reveal to us the Paschal Mystery, because it is not something we can comprehend or figure out on our 
own. 

mailto:amdhillkofc@gmail.com
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Third Sunday of Easter 
Saturday, April 17          
4:30pm  Matthew Sweeney     
Sunday, April 18           
9:00am  Sarah Saulino 
11:00am  Anna Marie Buscemi 
Monday, April 19 
8:30am      
Tuesday, April 20 
8:30am              
Wednesday, April 21 - St. Anselm 
8:30am  Mary C. & Thomas F. Coyle   
Thursday, April 22 
8:30am  Deceased of Holley & McConnell Families   
Friday, April 23 - St. George & St. Adalbert 
8:30am   
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Saturday, April 24 
4:30pm   Margaret ñKellyò Clark 
Sunday, April 25 
9:00am  Peter DiGiovanni 
11:00am  James & Eleanor Mullen 

  
LEAVE YOUR LASTING LEGACY TO 
ST. BERNADETTE OF LOURDES PARISH 

THROUGH PLANNED GIVING 
_____________________________________________ 

  
What is a ñPlanned Giftò?   It is a gift given to charity 
through a will, contract or trust.  Planned Giving is charitable 
giving that is planned, often deferred, and usually spread out 
over an extended period of time.  Through various types of 
bequests to St. Bernadette of Lourdes Parish you may secure 
an estate-tax charitable deduction for the value of your gift 
while providing much needed support for years to come.  You 
may prefer to include in your will or trust a sum of money, a 
percentage of your estate, a specific item, or a piece of real 
estate that you wish to give to St. Bernadette Parish. 
  
Designate your Planned Gift by including St. Bernadette 
Parish in your Will.  A bequest may take the form of cash, 
securities, real estate or other property.  You should specify 
that St. Bernadette Parish is to receive a certain amount or per-
centage of your estate, specific assets or the remainder of your 
estate after providing for your heirs. 
 - Bequests can include a specific dollar amount, assets, 
securities, real estate, insurance polices, IRAs and personal 
property.  
 -  Real estate bequests may include the entirety or remain-
der of your estate after payment of expenses and any specific 
amounts designated to other beneficiaries. 
  
We are available to answer questions.  Please call if you 
would like to discuss your planned gift to St. Bernadette of 
Lourdes Parish.  Your consideration is greatly appreciated. 
  
Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Saban:  610-789-7676 (Ext. 104) 
Business Manager, Robert J. Helmig: 610-789-7676 (Ext. 103) 

 
MASS CELEBRANT SCHEDULE 

(Subject to Change) 
  
  

Saturday 4/17 Fr. Dougherty Thursday 4/22 Fr.Paschal  

Sunday 4/18     Friday 4/23 Fr.Saban  

   9am  Fr. Paschal   Saturday 4/24 Fr.Saban 

   11am  Fr.Saban    Sunday 4/25 

Monday 4/19 Fr.Saban     9am Fr.Dougherty 

Tuesday 4/20 Fr.Dougherty    11am Fr.Paschal 

Wednesday 4/21 Fr.Paschal  

 
 
 
 
 
FOR  YOUR SPIRITUAL REFLECTION 

This weekôs readings are: 
 First Reading - Acts of the Apostles 3:13-15, 17-19 
 Second Reading - 1 John 2:1-5a 
 Gospel - Luke 24:35-48  
Next weekôs readings will be: 
 First Reading - Acts of the Apostles 4:8-12 
 Second Reading - 1 John 3:1-2 
 Gospel - John 10:18 
 
___________________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME TO THE NEWLY BAPTIZED 
Grace Rae Perkins 
 

SYMPATHIS AND PRAYERS 
We extend our sympathies and prayers to the families and 
friends of Philip Carbonetta, Albert LaBricciosa, Albert Owens 
and Lidio (Leo) Trifiletti who were recently buried from our 
church. 
___________________________________________________ 
 

 
PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL 
THE ARCHANGEL 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.  
Be our protection against the wickedness and 
snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we hum-
bly pray; and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
Host, by the Power of God, cast into hell Satan and 

all the evil spirits, who prowl through the world seeking the 
ruin of souls.  Amen. 

 
REMEMBER THE FIVE SIMPLE RULES 

TO BEING HAPPY 
 
   Free your heart from hatred. 
   Free your mind from worries. 
   Live simply. 
   Give more. 
   Expect less. 
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Scrip Gift Cards can be purchased on Sundays from 9:30am - 
11:00am in the Wright Center. Enter through the Turner Ave 
door, please wear a mask. 
  
Incentive: purchase gift cards on Sundays and receive an entry 
into the monthly drawing for a $25 grocery gift card; school 
families will also earn a N.U.T. pass.  Congratulations to the 
March winner, Teresa Haenn! 
  
SPRING is here! If you are planning renovations, painting, or 
planting; don't forget to check if the retailer (Lowe's, Home 
Depot, etc.) offers gift cards through scrip. Plan ahead, physical 
gift card orders placed by 10am on Tuesdays will be available 
for pick up on Sunday. A full list of retailers can be 
found at https://st-bernadette.org/scrip-program. Our local in-
ventory available for purchase without prior ordering includes: 
Giant, ACME, ShopRite, Colonial Village, Sam's Boardwalk 
Pizza & Dairy Bar, JD McGillicuddy's, Franco & 
Giuseppe Cucina Italiana, Freddy's Frozen Custard & Steak-
burgers, WaWa, Dunkin, Panera & Kohl's. (you can pay your 
Kohl's charge with scrip gift cards) and also CVS. 
  
The St. Bernadette Scrip program is the parish program where 
you purchase gift cards to your favorite stores and receive a 
rebate that can be redeemed in various ways: apply towards 
school tuition, PREP, high school tuition or donate to the par-
ish. The purpose of the program is to help St. Bernadette fami-
lies earn cash back on everyday purchases and support the par-
ish. If you have any questions, please contact the scrip coordi-
nators, Susan Coyne and Karen Murphy, 
at scrip4bernies@gmail.com 
  
Many thanks to the parishioners who offer their rebate back to 
the school & parish. Your donation and support is greatly ap-
preciated. If you are a school family, you know the rebates add 
up and significantly reduce your tuition payment over the 
course of the year. Please tell a friend so more families can 
save! 
  
Thank you for supporting the St. Bernadette scrip program. The 
parish revenue earned from 2/23/21-3/22/21 was $450.86. 
___________________________________________________ 

 

 

ST. BERNADETTE SCHOOL 

Whatôs Happening 
Penn State has ñTHONò but Bernies boasts 

ñTroop Tangoò, our dance fundraiser, cele-

brating its 15th year. Student Council mem-

bers  counted, separated and packaged the 

requested donations which benefited our local veterans through 

the assistance of our amazing parent volunteers, Mrs. Helene 

McGillian and Mr. Frank McGovern, LTC, US Army.  Hosting 

the event was DJ Ernest Clyburn, SSgt, a veteran of the Air 

Force. He kept the students energized and active. Student 

Council is happy to fulfill their mission to serve others in the 

community every April through dance and donations. 

 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU  ð  THANK YOU   
for continuing to support your parish!   

  
  Easter 2021   Easter 2020  
      $24,231             $21,369 
 
  Rice Bowl 2021  Rice Bowl 2020 
      $1,300        $1,040 
 
  Holy Land 2021  Holy Land 2020 
      $805         $745 
   
As followers of Christ Jesus, we are reminded that all things 
including life itself are a gift from God. What matters to God is 
not the gift, but the giver.  Giving is Godôs invitation to a way 
of life.  It helps us to overcome our selfishness and love of 
things.  What we do with what we have been given is a sign to 
God and to the world of the depth and meaning of our commit-
ment. By recalling that all is gift, we therefore must strive to be 
generous with the financial gifts, both great and small, that God 
has bestowed upon us.  Thank you for your support and your 
generosity to God and to St. Bernadette Parish. 
  
St. Bernadette Parish has enlisted Parish Giving to provide its 
parishioners and supporters with the opportunity to use Elec-
tronic Funds Transfer as an alternative method for giving.  The 
Program is free of charge for parishioners.  More infor-
mation about Parish Giving is available on our Parish web 
site:  www.stbl.org on the ñParish Givingò page. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
 

RESTORE:  A WOMENôS HEALING RETREAT 
May 21 - 22 

Shrine of St. Therese ïNesquehonig, PA 
(or attend virtually) 

Restore: return to its original condition; return what 
was lost, stolen, or taken away. 

 
God longs for us to believe that we indeed are who He says we 
are: His beloved daughters, carefully created, infinitely loved 
and valued beyond measure. Yet, here amidst the din of distor-
tion, lie-based beliefs and the darkening caused by sin and trau-
ma, we struggle to experience the Truth of who we are. Our 
pain and woundedness distort the lens through which we look 
at ourselves, others and the circumstances of our lives. Comeé
and let Him Restore you! 
 
Retreat talks and experiences will reconnect us with the Truth 
of our inherent dignity, beauty, and wholeness. Retreat also 
includes: small groups, individual healing prayer, Mass and 
Adoration. 
 
Retreat leaders are Father Allen Hoffa, De Yarrison of You Are 
Made New Ministry and Laura Ercolino of Hopeôs Garden. 
 
Join us in-person or virtually! Find the full schedule and regis-
ter at https://youaremadenew.com/restore-womens-retreat or 
email De: de@youaremadenew.com. 

https://st-bernadette.org/scrip-program
mailto:scrip4bernies@gmail.com
http://www.stbl.org/
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WE PRAY FOR THE SICK - Bill Albertson, Fred Amatucci, Elaine Ambrosano, Joseph Anthony, Sharon Blum, 
Pamela Bower, Joseph Bradley, Marie Bree, Theresa Caputo,  Michael Carroll, Robert & Joanne Christopher, Ron 
Christopher, Elaine Cole, Mike Connors, Quinn Connors, Dennis Conway, Dave Costella, Barbara Cunningham, Mol-
ly Curtis, Donna DôAmbrosio, Ann Davis, Laurel Dee, Michael DeEmilio, Tom and Peggy Dever, Frances Diegnan, 
Christopher DiMarto, Gabriella DiSaverio, Tony DiLeva, Julia Donohue, Darrin Dougherty, Dawn Dougherty, Mi-

chael Dougherty, James Drumm, Lexi Dunn, Bernie Dupras, Jason Durkee, Trevor Durkin, Matthew Dwyer, Marie Feola, Patrick 
Flanigan, Emily Flynn, Jerry Flynn, Joe Flynn, Sr. Rose Foulk, Maggie Franz, Tom Glancey, Christine Grosso, Joan Grycewicz, 
Rachel Hagan, Christian Hampton, Greg Harvey, Kim Hayman, Lizzy Hennessy, Pat Henningsen, Michael Hogan, Judith  Holmes, 
Baby Lila Holmes, Adrian Hughes, Christopher Hunt, John Ingle, Ashley Juliano, Regina Killian, David Kisella, Linda King, Tom-
my Lake, Wilmer Lehman, Steven Little, Betsy Long, Jeannette Maleno, Michele Malolie, Dalton Martin, Kathy Martin, James 
Maynard, Neil McClelland, Helene McCole, Jean McCormack, Karen McIlvaine, Sean McKeefery, Baby Rosie McKenna, Marianne 
McLaughlin, Theresa Merlini, Christopher Milecki, Jerry Misterman, Sue Mitchell, Marian Moran, Bridget Morris, Charlie Morris, 
Kathleen Murtaugh, Matthew Nicholas, Nancy Nicholas, Sydney Nihill, Roman OôBrien, Sr. Eleanor OôConnell, SJ, Carmen Pettin, 
Steve Piperno, Pearl Polto, Sharon Pozzuolo, Christopher Rafferty, Michele Re, Mary Rhodunda, Dan Rock, Mimi & Rich Rogge, 
Anna Rokos, Tony Anthony Sarmento, Marie Seiler, Michael Shane, Bridget Sharpe, Amy Sheeler, Theresa Sherwin, Marion Sloan, 
Rob Smith, Kristin Sorrentino, Sonya, Carmella Spano, Alex Tamaro, Emily Tong, Mario Turchiarolo, Carol Tyson, Annie Walker, 
Lily Walker, Mary Wieners Lori Zytkonicz and those suffering from serious illnesses & incurable diseases.  
  
HOSPITAL SICK CALLS - Emergency sick calls may be made to the rectory at any time.  If surgery or admission to the hospital 
is scheduled, please call the rectory ahead of time to make arrangements to receive the Sacrament of the Sick.  Due to the privacy 
act, if you are in the hospital and wish to see a priest while you are there, you must register as a Catholic when admitted or make sure 
a family member does so for you to assure a visit by a priest or Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist. 

 
 

CHURCH CHAT WITH FR. SABAN 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
As Easter and Divine Mercy Sunday become a pleasant memory, I would like to take a 
moment to thank so many people who helped keep the òHolyó in Holy Week.  The music 
was so wonderful!  Thank you Dottie and the choir!  The decorations and set up were so 
beautiful!  The lectors and cantors joining in made for a community feel!  The ushers and 
sacristan keeping all the behind the scenes going well were so excellent!  The altar serv-
ers from high school and our elementary school added that special touch that makes it all 
look regal and easy!  Thank you all! 
 
I also want to tell you how much I appreciate seeing the church look more full.  There 
was still a lot of room, especially in the front, but wasnõt empty like last year.  It was 
so good to see your smiling eyes!  Thank you for your devotedness to St. Bernadette 
Parish and for your generosity.  It will be used wisely and scrupulously.   
 
I hope Easter allowed for family gatherings and for relaxation and prayerfulness.  As we 
prepare for all the Spring celebrations of First Communion, weddings and graduations, let 
us please be faithful to Sunday Mass at St. Bernadette, your spiritual home.  These 
numbers are so important as we move forward.  Do not take a vacation from your Catho-
lic vocation! 
 
I hope and pray we experience a little resurrection as we proceed into summer and find 
life and joy with family and friends!  It is time to get back to our roots in our faith, 
family and true friends.  Everything else is jimmies and whipped cream! 
 
Always Yours in the Risen Christ, 
Fr. Michael Saban 



0234 Page Six April 18, 2021 

  
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

  
  

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 
  

 
In my retirement I have learned that I am at least a half decent cook. My loving Mom 
was prescient years ago when she taught me how to cook a decent breakfast and a few 
dinner menus under her simple rubric: òYou might not be able to get a cook at the 
rectory.ó  How right she was, as many a priest these days can attest.  Over the years 
Iõve grown more confident at the job.  When I read this weekõs post Easter appearance 
of Jesus and how He was handed a piece of òbaked fishó to eat, I couldnõt help think 
of the many pieces of fish I have successfully baked. 
 
Of course St. Luke, with his keen and practiced doctorõs eye for details, adds this 
fact to underscore the fact that Jesusõ was a true bodily resurrection and not some 
chimera conjured up by the Apostles.  Jesusõ body was real enough to grow hungry, 
even though it had been glorified. 
 
That brings to the fore the whole question of what happens to our own bodies in the 
next life. Faith provides the main answer.  As the United States Catholic Catechism 
for Adults asserts: òFaith in the resurrection of our bodies is inseparable from our 
faith in the resurrection of Christõs body from the dead.  He rose as our head, as the 
pattern of our rising, and as the life- giving source of our new life.ó 
 
Later in the same section the Catechism adds: òIn the final resurrection, our bodies 
will be transformed, though we do not know precisely how.  The manner of our 
resurrection exceeds our understanding and imagination and is accessible only to our 
faith.ó 
 
I find myself asking fanciful questions after reading those serious statements.  Are we 
to enjoy good food like baked fish or grilled steak in heaven?  Are all the desserts 
there to have no caloric effects on our avoirdupois?  Will we be cooking our food, or 
will it just appear at our place on celestial china? 
 
What is certain here on earth is that phrase in our Nicene Creed that we profess 
every Sunday which states our belief in òthe resurrection of the body.ó 
 
I close with one more citation from the Catechism. òIt (our resurrection) is a sobering 
belief because it reminds us of the judgment yet to come, and at the same time it is a 
joyful belief that heralds life everlasting with God.ó  Good for all of us to bask in that 
belief this April weekend.  
 
God love you and give you His peace. 
 


