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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
We hold palm branches today, recalling Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, the holy city. It is
a bittersweet remembrance because we know that no sooner had he celebrated the Passover meal
with his disciples that he was arrested, tried, convicted, and put to death. But Jerusalem is more
than the site of his crucifixion. It is also the site of his resurrection. Through his sacrifice we all
hope to one day reach the eternal Jerusalem.

Parish Information
NEW FAMILIES

Welcome to St. Bernadette Parish! To register in the parish,
please email Deacon Tom Fitzpatrick at deacontom@stbl.org.
He will get back to you to arrange a convenient time to meet
with him to register. We are eager to greet new members of
our parish community and look forward to meeting you.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

The rectory office hours are Monday through Friday from
9:00am to noon and 1:00pm to 5:00pm. During the summer
the rectory will close at 3:00pm on Fridays. Items for the
Sunday newsletter must be at the rectory by Monday at noon
for publication the following Sunday.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are held at 12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month. Parents must attend a Pre-Jordan class held in the
Wright Center at 12 noon on the first Sunday of every other
month (please refer to the bulletin for exact dates). Registration for the class is required. In order to arrange for a baptism,
the parents must be active members of the parish for six
months. To register, please call the rectory office at 610/7897676. Godparents should be practicing Catholics, confirmed
and at least 16 years of age. If not from this parish, sponsors
must have a letter of eligibility from their parish stating that
they have been actively participating for six months. St. Bernadette Parishioners must be registered and actively participating for six months to receive a letter of eligibility.

VISITS TO THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT can be
made in the Chapel

RECITATION OF THE ROSARY takes place every Monday
through Thursday at 8:00am in the church and on Wednesday
evenings along with the Miraculous Medal Novena at 7:00pm
in the Chapel.

UNITED HEARTS OF JESUS AND MARY meet every
Monday evening at 7pm in the Chapel.

NOVENA TO ST. LEONIE AVIAT takes place every Tuesday at 7:00pm in the Chapel.

FLAME OF LOVE PRAYER CENACLE takes place every
Thursday at 7:00pm in the Chapel.

RESPECT LIFE GROUP information can be obtained by call-

ing Doris Hurd at 610-789-2708.
MEN’S PRAYER GROUP meets in the chapel every Tuesday
at 7:30pm.

MUSIC MINISTRY is open to all who wish to share their

time and talent in praise and thanksgiving to God – call Dottie
Toomey at 610/449-4013 for rehearsal times.

MARRIAGES

ST. BERNADETTE MARTHAS AND A JOSEPH are a ded-

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/COMMUNION CALLS

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Ave Maria Council #4063

We request that couples contemplating marriage call the rectory to make an appointment with the priest. At this initial interview, the date and time of your request will be recorded and
you will receive a copy of the Parish Wedding Guidelines.
A priest will administer Holy Communion to parishioners who
are unable to come to Church. If you desire, Eucharistic Ministers can bring Communion each week. Please contact the Rectory to be placed on our Sick List. Parishioners who are to
undergo serious surgery at a hospital are encouraged to make
an appointment at the Rectory before going to the hospital.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

St. Bernadette School offers sessions for Pre-School and Kindergarten and conducts full-time classes from first through
eighth grades. PREP classes are held in the parish school for all
students attending public school. PREP classes are held on
Monday evenings at 6:45pm. Adults seeking religious instruction should call Marykate Murphy, Director of Religious Education at (610) 789-7676 ext. 212. The RCIA Program begins
in October.

SAINT BERNADETTE PARISH ON FACEBOOK

We can be found at “Saint Bernadette of Lourdes Parish”.
Check out the page and “like” us to keep up with the latest parish news.

icated group who clean the church every Thursday after the
8:30am Mass; new volunteers always welcome—call Johanna
Ryan at 484-988-2414.
serve St Bernadette Parish invites interested men 18 years of
age and older to join in fraternity and the service to our parish
and greater community; contact amdhillkofc@gmail.com

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meetings are held ever
Thursday at 9:30am in O’Brien Hall.

ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE Casseroles to feed the homeless spon-

sored by St. John’s Hospice in Philadelphia are collected in
O’Brien Hall before the weekend Masses that precede the first
Thursday of the month. Casserole pans are available in the
main entrance of church. Call Mary at 610/789-6206.

FOOD PANTRY

Non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry can be place in
bags and left in the vestibules of church. Any monetary donations or donations of gift cards should be sent to Fr. Saban. If
you have a question, call the Food Pantry at 610-789-7676 ext.
213.
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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Saturday, April 4
4:30pm

Arthur and Marie DeLuca

Sunday, April 5
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Regina Ronayne (moved to April 20)
Joseph & Rose Guerrieri
Robert W. McKenna (5th Anniv.)

Monday, April 6
8:30am

Special Intention

Tuesday, April 7
8:30am

Rita & Michael Marinelli

Wednesday, April 8
8:30am

Kevin Wallace (4th Anniv.)

Holy Thursday
7:00pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday
3:00pm

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Easter Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

As we celebrate this sacred time, social distancing and the
governor’s rules will be observed. We will carry out all the
liturgies on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and
Easter Sunday. They can be observed live-streamed at home.

REVISED SCHEDULE
Monday — Tuesday — Wednesday

Church will be open from 9am until 5pm. The blessed palm
branches can be picked up in the lobby at this time.

Holy Thursday/Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7pm - Live Streamed/ Church Closed
8pm - 10pm - Church will be open for personal prayer and
devotion and visits to the Blessed Sacrament

Good Friday/Passion of the Lord

9am - 3pm Church open
3pm - Church closed as the Good Friday Liturgy conducted
and live streamed

Holy Saturday

Holy Saturday
7:00pm

HOLY SHIMOLY! HOLY WEEK IS HERE!

Elaine Trout (9th Anniv.) moved to April 21
Lorraine Baldwin
Tommy DiEmidio

All Masses and Services are private
but will be streamed online at
www.stbl.org

Easter Office Hours

The rectory office will close at 12 noon on Holy
Thursday, April 9. The office will be closed on
Good Friday, April 10 and on Easter Monday,
April 13. We will r eopen at 9:00am on Tuesday, April 14.

No confessions
7pm - Easter Vigil conducted and live streamed

Easter Sunday Masses

9am and 11am - live streamed

It won’t be the same, I know. But it is what we can do at this
point. We do not want to be the ones responsible for the sickness of others! Compassion and sacrifice — like peanut butter
and jelly — perfect together.
Please, Please, Please remember St. Bernadette’s. You can
mail in your Easter donation or drop it off in our locked
mailbox outside the front door of the rectory. Your support is vital and necessary.

In this time when everything has stopped, take the time to rest,
relax and retreat this Holy Week.
Come, pray, read, rest the heart and mind and world weary
soul! Do Lent!

FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL REFLECTION

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL
THE ARCHANGEL

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.
Be our protection against the wickedness and
snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly
Host, by the Power of God, cast into hell Satan
and all the evil spirits, who prowl through the world seeking
the ruin of souls. Amen.

This week’s readings are:
First Reading - Isaiah 50:4-7
Second Reading - Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel - Matthew 26:14-27:66

Next week’s readings will be:
First Reading - Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43
Second Reading - Colossians 3:1-4
Gospel - John 20:1-9
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FINANCIAL FACTS
Sunday, March 29, 2020

Weekly: $10,138 vs Target of $15,000 (a)
$8,419 Collection + $1,719 Parish Giving

Sunday, March 31, 2019

Weekly: $11,993 vs Target of $15,000 (a)
$11,002 Collection + $991 Parish Giving
(a) Weekly target necessary to fund Parish operating
expenses and avoid operating deficit.

Financials for April 5 and April 12 will be
in the April 19 bulletin.

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK - Fred Amatuc-

ci, Joseph Anthony, Lisa Pfaff Bevilacqua, Pamela Bower, Joseph Bradley, Marie Bree, Theresa
Caputo, Michael Carroll, Robert & Joanne Christopher, Ron Christopher, Elaine Cole, Dennis
Conway, Dave Costella, Barbara Cunningham,
Molly Curtis, Vinnie D’Ambrosio, Ann Davis, Laurel Dee,
Michael DeEmilio, Tom and Peggy Dever, Frances Diegnan,
Christopher DiMarto, Gabriella DiSaverio, Julia Donohue,
Darrin Dougherty, Dawn Dougherty, Michael Dougherty,
James Drumm, Jeff Dudley, Bernie Dupras, Jason Durkee, Trevor Durkin, Matthew Dwyer, Marie Feola, Patrick Flanigan,
Emily Flynn, Jerry Flynn, Joe Flynn, Sr. Rose Foulk, Maggie
Franz, Maureen Gibbons, Tom Glancey, Christine Grosso, Joan
Grycewicz, Rachel Hagan, Christian Hampton, Kim Hayman,
Lizzy Hennessy, Pat Henningsen, Michael Hogan, Judith
Holmes, Baby Lila Holmes, Adrian Hughes, Christopher Hunt,
Frank Iacone, John Ingle, Anthony Jones, Ashley Juliano, David Kasella, Linda King, Tommy Lake, Catherine Lavan, Wilmer Lehman, Steven Little, Betsy Long, Michele Malolie, Dalton Martin, Kathy Martin, James Maynard, Neil McClelland,
Helene McCole, Karen McIlvaine, Sean McKeefery, Baby Rosie McKenna, Marianne McLaughlin, Megan McLean, Theresa
Merlini, Jerry Misterman, Sue Mitchell, Bridget Morris, Charlie Morris, Dan Murphy, Kathleen Murtaugh, Matthew Nicholas, Nancy Nicholas, Sydney Nihill, Roman O’Brien, Sr. Eleanor O’Connell, SJ, Carmen Pettin, Pearl Polto, Sharon Pozzuolo, Christopher Rafferty, Michele Re, Dan Rock, Mimi & Rich
Rogge, Anna Rokos, Marie Seiler, Michael Shane, Bridget
Sharpe, Amy Sheeler, Marion Sloan, Rob Smith, Kristin Sorrentino, Carmella Spano, Emily Tong, Mario Turchiarolo, Dan
Visintin, Annie Walker, Lily Walker, Sharon Yost, Lori
Zytkonicz and those suffering from serious illnesses & incurable diseases.

HOSPITAL SICK CALLS - Emergency sick calls may be
made to the rectory at any time. If surgery or admission to the
hospital is scheduled, please call the rectory ahead of time to
make arrangements to receive the Sacrament of the Sick. Due
to the privacy act, if you are in the hospital and wish to see a
priest while you are there, you must register as a Catholic when
admitted or make sure a family member does so for you to assure a visit by a priest or Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist.

The St. Bernadette Scrip program is offered through Shop with
Scrip. Scrip is the parish based program where you purchase
gift cards to your favorite stores and receive a rebate that can
be redeemed in various ways: apply towards school tuition,
PREP, high school tuition or donate to the parish.
The purpose of the program is to help St. Bernadette families
earn cash back on everyday purchases and support the parish. Local grocery/retail gift cards available include: Giant,
ACME, Shop Rite, Colonial Village, Swiss Farms, Freddy's,
Kohl’s, Sam’s Boardwalk Style Pizza and JD McGillicuddy’s.

Scrip is available for purchase on Monday nights in the school
gym from 6:30- 7:30 pm & Friday mornings from 8:00 - 9:00
am in the school lobby, with the exception of first Friday mass
dates. To enroll in the program, please contact the scrip coordinator, at scrip4bernies@gmail.com or Susan Coyne at 610405-6439.

The St Bernadette Easter Food Drive concludes this Sunday,
April 5. Due to the cancelations of all Masses, all donations
should be left in the white cooler outside the door next to
the Wright Center no later than April 5, Palm Sunday. Any monetary items or gift cards should be sent to the
Rectory labeled Easter Food Drive.
Items needed are: Hams of all types, cereal, instant oatmeal,
pancake mix, granola bars, pop tarts, peanut butter and jelly,
instant side dishes, instant mashed potatoes, pasta and sauce,
rice, noodles, canned soups, vegetables, fruit, brownie mix,
condiments, cooking oil, juices, cookies, crackers, snacks, nuts
of all kinds, boxed low sodium broths, canned tuna, beans of
all kinds, Chef Boyardee, coffee, tea, sugar, parmalot milk,
microwave food items, diapers any size, baby wipes, baby
food, baby formula, dry and wet pet food,, toilet paper, shampoo, conditioner, soap, lotion, toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors,
shaving cream, deodorant, cleaning products, and Clorox
wipes.

WILL YOU HELP?

We are looking for men and/or women to help us
clean the church on Wednesday mornings following the 8:30am Mass (when you are available).
No experience is required — just a willingness to
keep our parish church clean and welcoming for
those who come here to worship. If you have any
questions or wish to join us, please call Johanna
Ryan at 484-988-2414.
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Where We Stand
It has been a tad more than 3 weeks since the announcements of decisions made that would change our world forever. Shut downs and lock downs - social distancing and working from home - no games - no sports —- a lot of
“no” — a lot less “yes.” What felt like a “snow day” without the snow now drags on with the end being pushed
back again and again.
Coping with the frustration and worries and fears will test us all this Lenten season. Like you, I do worry about
how will all this turn out. I walk the block at 4am and 5am and wonder as I look at the stars and listen to the
cries of the foxes in the neighborhood. I know that when this whole event is done and finished, the new day will
not look like it was before. We will be poorer financially. We will have streamlined our wants and desires. Our
vacation plans will change. Our celebration will be simpler. Our choices in purchases will be more need-based
and a lot less want-based. We will look at things with different eyes from this experience.
But this time of worry and concern is also a time for gratitude and appreciation. I am so grateful for so many
people who continue to support our parish. We can keep the lights on and the live-streaming going. We an affect
minor repairs on our buildings. We can still get a few Easter flowers. We are a witness to others that although
socially distant, we are still spiritually in communion with our Father and His Church. We give witness that our
first and primary purpose is God, the Gospel, the Sacraments, prayer and devotion. We are here because of Jesus Christ! He is indeed our comfort and consolation.

So I do indeed thank you for your financial support. We have been very cautious with parish spending this whole
year. Be assured of the good stewardship of our resources during this time of trouble and tribulations! Please,
Please, Please continue this! We do not want to accumulate an unpayable debt that will make our future untenable. Your ongoing support will keep us current with our bills and payroll. It will and does make a difference in
the short and long term. Thank you!
One big “Praise God” goes out to our principal Mrs. Montie! She has been keeping the school going online and
making herself available to our school parents at any and every moment. Do be supportive of her as she strives
to keep everyone focused on their education and completing this year’s curriculum. The faculty have been quite
busy with this situation trying new and different ways to use technology in education — a learning curve for everyone!
For all the parents who have been supportive and responsible in this endeavor, you are doing a wonderful job
teaching our children how to cope with change and trying new things without fear or anxiety. These are skills for
life! If they can get through this and succeed, they will get through anything! Parents, keep focused; keep your
patience; filter what you say when frustrated.

One of the things that can help the school stay afloat is the payment of tuition. There is an outstanding balance of
$130,000. That should not be — especially as it was all due by this time of the year. It is your duty and obligation to be current on your payment. There is no room to negotiate either. You accepted this responsibility at
registration. The school supplied the personnel and materials for your child’s education. Do not insult them by
your negligence or manipulation. Next year will be different in this area too!
I just want to thank you again for all your support. After all this is over and our new life begins, I hope we all
sleep better with less worries and more assurance and a simpler settled life!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
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Thoughts from Pope Francis’ homily for the special
‘Urbi et Orbi’ blessing

Friday, March 27, 2020

In his homily during the worldwide moment of prayer that Pope Francis led on Friday, March 27, he
reflected on how Coronavirus has united us in our common humanity, as brothers and sisters.
“We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time
important and needed, all of us called to row together,” he said.
He used the image of the disciples on the boat, caught by an unexpected storm, and Jesus asleep in the
stern. When they call on the Lord, the disciples prove their faith, and yet Jesus rebukes them for their
lack of faith.
Let us try to understand. In what does the lack of the disciples’ faith consist, as contrasted with Jesus’
trust? They had not stopped believing in him; in fact, they called on him. But we see how they call on
him: “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?” (v. 38). Do you not care: they think that Jesus is not interested in them, does not care about them.
But “he, more than anyone, cares about us,” Pope Francis assured.
The pope said that God is calling us to faith, “which is not so much believing that you exist, but coming
to you and trusting in you.”
And he said that this time of trial is a “time of choosing.”
“It is not the time of your judgement, but of our judgement: a time to choose what matters and what
passes away, a time to separate what is necessary from what is not. It is a time to get our lives back on
track with regard to you, Lord, and to others.”

