Saint Bernadette of Lourdes Parish
“Where Miracles Happen”

1035 Turner Avenue  Drexel Hill PA 19026
Rectory: (610)789-7676  Fax: (610)789-9539  School: (610)449-5184
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January 5, 2020 — Epiphany of the Lord
____________________________________________________________________________
Mass Schedule
Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil: 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:00am, 9:00am and 11:00am
Sunday (Summer): 8:00am and 10:00am
Weekday Mass
Monday—Friday 8:30am

Holy Day Masses
Times Announced in Sunday Bulletin

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30pm — 4:15pm

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parochial Administrator
Rev. Michael J. Saban (Ext. 104)
Resident
Rev. Hugh J. Dougherty
Permanent Deacons
Deacon Thomas P. Fitzpatrick
Deacon Francis B. Burke, Retired

Director of Religious Education
Marykate Murphy (Ext. 212)
School Principal
Mrs. Joanne Montie
Parish Business Manager
Robert J. Helmig (Ext. 103)
Administrative Secretary
Helen V. Kraus (ext. 101)
Parish Music Coordinator
Dorothy Toomey

0234 Page Two

January 5, 2020

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Word traveled quickly. What had originally been known only to Mary, then to Joseph, and soon
shared with intimate friends like Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, was revealed to the shepherds on the
night of Jesus’ birth, and now to foreigners — the magi from the east. Jesus, the Messiah, the Son
of God, the Savior, has been born. Let us rejoice, for his saving presence has been manifest to all.

Parish Information
NEW FAMILIES

Welcome to St. Bernadette Parish! To register in the parish,
please email Deacon Tom Fitzpatrick at deacontom@stbl.org.
He will get back to you to arrange a convenient time to meet
with him to register. We are eager to greet new members of
our parish community and look forward to meeting you.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

The rectory office hours are Monday through Friday from
9:00am to noon and 1:00pm to 5:00pm. During the summer
the rectory will close at 3:00pm on Fridays. Items for the
Sunday newsletter must be at the rectory by Monday at noon
for publication the following Sunday.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms are held at 12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month. Parents must attend a Pre-Jordan class held in the
Wright Center at 12 noon on the first Sunday of every other
month (please refer to the bulletin for exact dates). Registration for the class is required. In order to arrange for a baptism,
the parents must be active members of the parish for six
months. To register, please call the rectory office at 610/7897676. Godparents should be practicing Catholics, confirmed
and at least 16 years of age. If not from this parish, sponsors
must have a letter of eligibility from their parish stating that
they have been actively participating for six months. St. Bernadette Parishioners must be registered and actively participating for six months to receive a letter of eligibility.

VISITS TO THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT can be
made in the Chapel

RECITATION OF THE ROSARY takes place every Monday
through Thursday at 8:00am in the church and on Wednesday
evenings along with the Miraculous Medal Novena at 7:00pm
in the Chapel.

UNITED HEARTS OF JESUS AND MARY meet every
Monday evening at 7pm in the Chapel.

NOVENA TO ST. LEONIE AVIAT takes place every Tuesday at 7:00pm in the Chapel.

FLAME OF LOVE PRAYER CENACLE takes place every
Thursday at 7:00pm in the Chapel.

RESPECT LIFE GROUP information can be obtained by call-

ing Doris Hurd at 610-789-2708.
MEN’S PRAYER GROUP meets in the chapel every Tuesday
at 7:30pm.

MUSIC MINISTRY is open to all who wish to share their

time and talent in praise and thanksgiving to God – call Dottie
Toomey at 610/449-4013 for rehearsal times.

MARRIAGES

ST. BERNADETTE MARTHAS AND A JOSEPH are a ded-

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/COMMUNION CALLS

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Ave Maria Council #4063

We request that couples contemplating marriage call the rectory to make an appointment with the priest. At this initial interview, the date and time of your request will be recorded and
you will receive a copy of the Parish Wedding Guidelines.
A priest will administer Holy Communion to parishioners who
are unable to come to Church. If you desire, Eucharistic Ministers can bring Communion each week. Please contact the Rectory to be placed on our Sick List. Parishioners who are to
undergo serious surgery at a hospital are encouraged to make
an appointment at the Rectory before going to the hospital.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

St. Bernadette School offers sessions for Pre-School and Kindergarten and conducts full-time classes from first through
eighth grades. PREP classes are held in the parish school for all
students attending public school. PREP classes are held on
Monday evenings at 6:45pm. Adults seeking religious instruction should call Marykate Murphy, Director of Religious Education at (610) 789-7676 ext. 212. The RCIA Program begins
in October.

SAINT BERNADETTE PARISH ON FACEBOOK

We can be found at “Saint Bernadette of Lourdes Parish”.
Check out the page and “like” us to keep up with the latest parish news.

icated group who clean the church every Thursday after the
8:30am Mass; new volunteers always welcome—call Johanna
Ryan at 484-988-2414.
serve St Bernadette Parish invites interested men 18 years of
age and older to join in fraternity and the service to our parish
and greater community; contact amdhillkofc@gmail.com

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meetings are held ever
Thursday at 9:30am in O’Brien Hall.

ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE Casseroles to feed the homeless spon-

sored by St. John’s Hospice in Philadelphia are collected in
O’Brien Hall before the weekend Masses that precede the first
Thursday of the month. Casserole pans are available in the
main entrance of church. Call Mary at 610/789-6206.

FOOD PANTRY

Non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry can be place in
bags and left in the vestibules of church. Any monetary donations or donations of gift cards should be sent to Fr. Saban. If
you have a question, call the Food Pantry at 610-789-7676 ext.
213.
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FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL REFLECTIONS

This week’s readings are:
First Reading - Isaiah 60:1-6
Second Reading - Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Gospel - Matthew 2:1-12

Epiphany of the Lord
Saturday, January 4
Sunday, January 5

Next week’s readings will be:
First Reading - Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Second Reading - Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38
Gospel - Matthew 3:13-17
___________________________________________________

Monday, January 6 - St. Andre Bessette

January

4:30pm

7:00am
9:00am
11:00am
8:30am

Helen Lawville
Russell Carapella
Lorraine Baldwin
Thomas Fitzgerald
Sarah Saulino

Tuesday, January 7 - St. Raymond of Penafort
8:30am

Matthew Anzideo

Wednesday, January 8
8:30am

James J. Travers (35th Anniv.)

20 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Rectory Closed
25 CYO Fundraiser
26 Catholic Schools Week Begins
3 School Mass - 8:30am
___________________________________________________

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
NEWLY MARRIED

Thursday, January 9

Kevin & Maura (O’Neill) Connor

Friday, January 10

We extend our sympathies and prayers to the families and
friends of Carmelyn Corrado, Donald Kane and Rosemary Hogan who were recently buried from our church.

8:30am

8:30am

Tom Fitzgerald

SYMPATHIES AND PRAYER

Mary Joan DiJoseph

Baptism of the Lord
Saturday, January 11
4:30pm

Bob Saunders

Sunday, January 12
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Deceased Members of the Presenza Family
John Sulena
Deceased of the Tagliaferri Family

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Beginning in January 2020, the daily Mass on Fridays will
be at 8:30am. There will no longer be a 4:00pm Mass on
Fridays.

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL
THE ARCHANGEL

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.
Be our protection against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray;
and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the
Power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits, who
prowl through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

YOUR STAR LED THE WISE MEN
Lord Jesus, King of kings and Lord of lord,
infant born of the Virgin Mary,
your star led wise men to the manger
and they paid homage to you in your mother’s arms.
We pray to you.
Light each man and woman’s star
-- their reason for hope and for love -so that it rises in the heavens of their hearts
and leads them to you.
Together with the wise men,
they can then offer you as gifts
the gold of their faithfulness,
the incense of their prayer,
and the myrrh of their sacrifice.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
How has an encounter with the Lord led me in a new way?
Am I willing to change my route in the future?
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FINANCIAL FACTS
Financial facts for December 22, December 29 and
January 5 will be posted in the January 12 bulletin.

The St. Bernadette Scrip program is offered through Shop with
Scrip. We invite you to sign up on www.shopwithscrip.com
and join the St. Bernadette program by entering the enrollment code: 4AA8575B6462L . Scrip is the parish based program where you purchase gift cards to your favorite stores and
receive a rebate that can be redeemed in various ways: apply
towards school tuition, PREP, high school tuition or donate to
the parish. The purpose of the program is to help St. Bernadette
families earn cash back on everyday purchases and support the
parish.
Local grocery/retail gift cards available include: Giant, ACME,
Shop Rite, Colonial Village, Swiss Farms, Freddy's and Kohl’s.
Scrip is also available for purchase on Monday nights in the
school gym from 6:30- 7:30 pm & Friday mornings from 8:00 9:00 am in the school lobby, with the exception of first Friday
mass dates.
Gift cards can also be ordered online
through www.shopwithscrip.com or by contacting the scrip
coordinator,
Susan
Coyne
at
610-405-6439
or scrip4bernies@gmail.com

ST. BERNADETTE CYO

The CYO needs the following coaches for the
upcoming Spring season — JV Softball, JV
Baseball, Varsity Baseball and High School Volleyball. If interested, please contact Spring Athletic Director- Rebecca Fiore at rebeccafiore@icloud.com or
message us through Facebook.

SAVE THE DATE
CYO Winter Social — January 25 — O'Brien Hall

Please note any family whose child has participated in a CYO
sport in the past year already has admission. Come out and
meet your neighbors. Hope to see you there! Details to follow.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING

February 11 — O'Brien Hall — 7:00pm
St. Bernadette CYO will be hosting an Archdiocesan Safe Environment Class. The Archdiocese of Philadelphia mandates
that all priests and deacons, as well as parish staff, teachers,
employees, and volunteers who work with children must complete Safe Environment Training in addition to having current
background checks on file. This 2.5-hour training utilizes
group discussion, videos, and course materials and includes
critical topics.
___________________________________________________

2020 MASS BOOK

The 2020 Mass book is now open. We are accepting Mass
intentions for January 1, 2020 through May 31, 2020. Masses
can be scheduled at the rectory during regular business hours
— Monday through Friday from 9am - noon and 1pm - 5pm.

WHY DID THE MAGI BRING
GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND
MYRRH TO JESUS?
Matthew 2 tells us that the magi, or wise men,
travelled from the East in search of the Christ
child. They inquired of King Herod where they
might find Him, saying, "Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose
and have come to worship him" (Matthew 2:2). Upon finding
the baby Jesus, “they bowed down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of
gold and of incense and of myrrh” (Matthew 2:11).

Gold is a precious metal and as such was a very valuable commodity. Its value could very well have financed Joseph and
Mary’s trip to Egypt. The Bible does not tell us any other significance to these three gifts; however, tradition has it that
there is a deeper meaning for each of the three. Gold is a symbol of divinity and is mentioned throughout the Bible. Pagan
idols were often made from gold and the Ark of the Covenant
was overlaid with gold (Exodus 25:10-17). The gift of gold to
the Christ child was symbolic of His divinity—God in
flesh.
Frankincense is a white resin or gum. It is obtained from a tree
by making incisions in the bark and allowing the gum to flow
out. It is highly fragrant when burned and was therefore used
in worship, where it was burned as a pleasant offering to God
(Exodus 30:34). Frankincense is a symbol of holiness and
righteousness. The gift of frankincense to the Christ child was
symbolic of His willingness to become a sacrifice, wholly
giving Himself up, analogous to a burnt offering.
Myrrh was also a product of Arabia, and was obtained from a
tree in the same manner as frankincense. It was a spice and
was used in embalming. It was also sometimes mingled with
wine to form an article of drink. Such a drink was given to our
Savior when He was about to be crucified, as a stupefying
potion (Mark 15:23). Matthew 27:34 refers to it as “gall.”
Myrrh symbolizes bitterness, suffering, and affliction. The
baby Jesus would grow to suffer greatly as a man and
would pay the ultimate price when He gave His life on the
cross for all who would believe in Him.

THREE GIFTS
TALENT is Given by God . . . . . . . . . . . .

Be Humble

FAME is Given by People . . . . . . . . . . . .

Be Grateful

CONCEIT is Given by Self . . . . . . . . . . . .

Be Careful
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FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

Reflection by
Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

“Tis the season” of beautifully wrapped boxes
encasing treasures specially chosen by the givers. They are meant to express many things, above all love,
but also friendship, forgiveness for perceived failures, or just
plain joy for the present and the future.
“Tis the season” for receiving gifts, presumably given by loved
ones or recent acquaintances, or even perhaps a co-worker
from the wider reaches of our “people circle” wishing to acquire or strengthen a relationship. Or they may be expressions
of thanks for favors received.

ST. KEVIN PIONEERS SENIORS
GOLDEN NUGGET CASINO
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

Departing by motor coach at 9:30am from St. Kevin Church
parking lot. Receive $25.00 in slot dollars and $5.00 food
voucher upon arrival. Cost is $28.00

ST. PATRICK’S FESTIVAL
FROM IRELAND TO AMERICA

“Tis the season” of a brand new year, its number 2020 often
used to define perfect eyesight, thereby giving a hint that this
may be the perfect year to look for a “new vision” to permeate
our outlook.

DOOLAN’S SHORE CLUB, MONDAY, MARCH 9
Motor coach departs at 9:15am from St. Kevin Church parking
lot. One hour open bar, fresh garden salad, caterer’s choice of
soup, corn beef and cabbage, ½ roasted chicken or herbal salmon; dessert; wine and soda during lunch. Mike Byrne (Irish
tenor) and Green Derby Show Band will be performing. Jimmy Byrne (Irish tenor) will also be performing and there will
be a comedian and bagpipes. Mike and Jimmy make it a great
day for the Irish and wearing of the green. Come and have a
wonderful time at our celebration. Cost is $89.00

“Tis the season” of Winter’s apex, when ever so slowly the
daylight lasts longer with each new day, calling for us to live
the hope we invest in Spring.

HEARTTHROBS/TROPICANA CASINO
MONDAY, APRIL 20

“Tis the season” above all to recognize that Jesus Christ is
Himself our greatest gift. His unchanging love for us is no
prisoner of time or whim. He is “the Light of the World” for all
men and women anywhere and everywhere.

Departing by motor coach at 9:30am from St. Kevin Church
parking lot. Receive $20.00 in slot dollars upon arrival. Tropicana Atlantic City showroom presents “Heartthrobs” tribute to
Tome Jones, Nat King Cole, Frank Sinatra and Engelbert Humperdink. Cost is $55.00
___________________________________________________

“Tis the season,” finally, of Epiphany, which is Christmas for
many Eastern Christians. That marks the time when Christ
burst out of the confines of a Bethlehem stable to be a Gift,
beautifully wrapped but eager to be opened for all nations.
All of this expanded meaning for the season underscores why
we love it as being so special. True, it shakes us up a bit, especially if we have commercialized it, or limited its invitation to
love God and our neighbor, or unconsciously made our Christianity into some kind of private possession, not to be shared
with people who don’t look like us or speak our language. It
tells us each year that we share this blue ball we live in with
billions of others, all created by the one God and Father. There
are no strangers here.
The poets of our world have a way of stating the truth that
makes us pause and rehearse their words with our inner
ears. We need them more desperately than we sometimes
acknowledge. They open us up on this Epiphany day so that
we can ponder and grow. Here is one of them with the lilting
name of Edna St. Vincent Millay. This is what she wrote:

“The world stands out on either side,
No wider than the heart is wide.
Above the world is stretched the sky,
No higher than the soul is high.”
Peace to you and yours this New Year of the Lord 2020!

HOW TO PROTECT OUR KIDS IN THE
INTERNET AGE BY INTEGRITY RESTORED
St. Francis in Springfield - January 8 at 6pm

Join us for an evening discussion about the pervasiveness of
pornography and how you can be better equipped to protect
and nurture children of all ages in today's world. Adoration is
at 6:00 pm followed by the presentation at 6:30 pm. The evening will conclude at 7:30 with discussion, Q&A and dessert.
Location: St. Francis of Assisi Church, Springfield
More info: Free and open to the public

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT/NOURISHMENT
Nourish for Caregivers Support Group
Nourish for Caregivers is a Christ-centered Catholic ministry
that supports the practical, emotional & spiritual needs of family caregivers. Our monthly meetings are for anyone juggling
the challenges of everyday life, health, career and caring for a
loved one, whether it be a family member with disabilities, an
ill or aging parent, spouse, friend or grandparent. Meetings are
held monthly. Walk-ins are welcome. For more information,
visit phillyevang.org/nourish, or contact Aimee Gustitis at
610-724-8950 or aimeegustitis@outlook.com.
Local Nourish for Caregiver Groups
First Saturdays, 10:00am -11:30am, St. John Chrysostom
Second Thursdays, 10:00am -11:30am, St. Anastasia
Third Saturdays, 10:00am-11:30am, Nativity BVM,
Fourth Saturdays, 10:00am-11:30am, Epiphany of Our Lord
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WE PRAY FOR THE SICK - Fred Amatucci,
Joseph Anthony, Lisa Pfaff Bevilacqua, Pamela
Bower, Joseph Bradley, Marie Bree, Theresa
Caputo,
Michael Carroll, Robert & Joanne
Christopher, Ron Christopher, Elaine Cole, Dennis
Conway, Dave Costella, Barbara Cunningham, Molly Curtis,
Vinnie D’Ambrosio, Ann Davis, Laurel Dee, Michael
DeEmilio, Tom and Peggy Dever, Frances Diegnan,
Christopher DiMarto, Gabriella DiSaverio, Julia Donohue,
Darrin Dougherty, Dawn Dougherty, Michael Dougherty,
James Drumm, Jeff Dudley, Bernie Dupras, Jason Durkee,
Trevor Durkin, Matthew Dwyer, Marie Feola, Patrick Flanigan,
Emily Flynn, Jerry Flynn, Joe Flynn, Sr. Rose Foulk, Maggie
Franz, Maureen Gibbons, Tom Glancey, Christine Grosso, Joan
Grycewicz, Rachel Hagan, Christian Hampton, Kim Hayman,
Lizzy Hennessy, Pat Henningsen, Michael Hogan, Judith
Holmes, Baby Lila Holmes, Adrian Hughes, Christopher Hunt,
Frank Iacone, John Ingle, Anthony Jones, Ashley Juliano,
David Kasella, Linda King, Tommy Lake, Catherine Lavan,
Wilmer Lehman, Steven Little, Betsy Long, Michele Malolie,
Dalton Martin, Kathy Martin, James Maynard, Neil
McClelland, Helene McCole, Karen McIlvaine, Sean
McKeefery, Baby Rosie McKenna, Marianne McLaughlin,
Theresa Merlini, Jerry Misterman, Sue Mitchell, Bridget
Morris, Charlie Morris, Dan Murphy, Kathleen Murtaugh,
Matthew Nicholas, Nancy Nicholas, Sydney Nihill, Roman
O’Brien, Sr. Eleanor O’Connell, SJ, Carmen Pettin, Pearl
Polto, Sharon Pozzuolo, Christopher Rafferty, Michele Re, Dan
Rock, Mimi & Rich Rogge, Anna Rokos, Marie Seiler,
Michael Shane, Bridget Sharpe, Amy Sheeler, Marion Sloan,
Daniel Smith, Rob Smith, Kristin Sorrentino, Carmella Spano,
Emily Tong, Mario Turchiarolo, Dan Visintin, Annie Walker
and those suffering from serious illnesses & incurable
diseases.
HOSPITAL SICK CALLS - Emergency sick
calls may be made to the rectory at any time. If surgery or
admission to the hospital is scheduled, please call the rectory
ahead of time to make arrangements to receive the Sacrament
of the Sick. Due to the privacy act, if you are in the hospital
and wish to see a priest while you are there, you must register
as a Catholic when admitted or make sure a family member
does so for you to assure a visit by a priest or Extraordinary
Minister of the Eucharist.
__________________________________________________

GOD ALWAYS ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS . . .

Does God always give us what we ask for in prayer?
Sometimes His answer is no. He knows what we do not know.
He knows everything and His negative answer is part of His
plans for our lives.
My life is but a weaving, between my God and me.
I do not choose the colors, He worketh steadily.
Oftimes He weaveth sorrow, and I in foolish pride,
Forget He sees the upper, and I the underside.
Not till the loom is silent and the shuttles cease to fly,
Will God unroll the canvas and explain the reason why.
The dark threads are as needful in the skillful Weaver’s
hand,
As the threads of gold and silver in the pattern He has
planned.
Lord, it is hard to accept a negative answer, but keep us humble
enough, patient enough, faithful enough to trust. Thank You
that You always answer our prayers in Your way with a yes or
a no. How good it is to know that You never make a mistake.
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THE MAGI’S JOURNEY

The Magi didn’t have a smooth trip. Travel was difficult and
dangerous. Roads were bad. There were no signposts along
the way. Inns were awful places to stay. There were always
thieves. There was no police protection outside of a town.
The Magi got lost. They were threatened by Herod without
even knowing it.
But the Magi had resources to fall back on. They had each
other. They had a star. They got to Jerusalem, and the scribes
and chief priests helped them to locate Bethlehem as the place
where they should go. And they had the help of God in the
dream.
The journey we all take to the Lord is a long one . . . And it
ends in death. We’re on that journey our whole life. Not even
the saints (including Mary) experienced a journey that was
without difficulties, zig-zags and unexpected problems and
mishaps.
What about people who don’t have resources to fall back on
during this journey? This is what the Church is meant to be the people and resources that help us journey to the Lord.
The Eucharist is our star. It’s where we get the Bread of Life,
traditionally called “the food for the journey.” We fall on our
face and we have the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We get ill
and we have the Sacrament of the Sick. But most of all we
have each other. We are meant to be a community that is always there for each other.
The Magi ended their journey when they found the Lord. One
of the most important purposes of the Church is to help us do
the same. We don’t live to find the Church. The Church lives
to help us find the Lord.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LIFE LESSONS FROM THE THREE KINGS
When we seek God with sincere determination, we will find
him. He is not hiding from us, but wants to have an intimate
relationship with each of us.

These wise men paid Jesus the kind of respect only God deserves, bowing before him and worshiping him. Jesus is not
just a great teacher or admirable person as many people say
today, but the Son of the Living God.
After the Three Kings met Jesus, they did not go back the way
they came. When we get to know Jesus Christ, we are changed
forever and cannot go back to our old life.

